Community Service Resource Guide
For the Town of Natick Girl Scouts
June 14, 2012

INTRODUCTION:
Hi! We are from the junior Girl Scout troop #72263. Our troop has been thinking and talking
about Community Service. In fact, our troop has actually done a lot of community service. We
helped the elderly and we helped children in need. For our Bronze Award Project, we decided
that we would like to spread the word about all the past community service projects that we’ve
done so other troops could use our ideas of how to help in the community. We realized that there
was no one source to get ideas for community service projects that Natick Girl Scout troops have
done to help their community so that’s why we created this resource guide. A lot of the projects
we did we had learned about by talking to other troops and it was very helpful to learn about
their ideas but it was only by chance that we found out about them, so we would like to make a
resource for troops to use so everyone can share their great community service ideas. Our troop
put together this information filled with pictures, details, contact information and descriptions of
community projects that any other troop can do. These projects are projects that we did and we
also collected information from other troops about projects they did, and we thought of some
new ideas and listed those at the end.
Eventually we would like to put this information on the Natick Girl Scout website when it’s
ready to have this type of information on it. When it is, we will set up a link for people to read
this information and hopefully people can keep adding their ideas to this list

We hope that this information will be helpful for other troops and that as a result that more
people will be helped.

Enjoy!

Sincerely,
Girl Scout Troop #72263
5th Grade Kennedy Middle School, Natick, MA
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Natick Service Council
We collected food items for the Natick Food Pantry when we were Brownies (Troop #72263).
The donations came just from our families but we collected a lot of items. This was a nice and
simple way to introduce our Brownie troop to doing a service project and it was just the start of
many service projects that we did as a troop.
The Natick Service Council has a great community service program
for kids. Patty Shaffer is the contact. We brought in food donations,
the girls got a tour of the food pantry, and then they sorted food and
stocked shelves. The girls really enjoyed it. It was “busy and fun.” - Michelle Major, Troop Leader, Troop #85357
In May they need help sorting food from the Letter Carrier’s Food Drive and there are other
opportunities throughout the year. They also take collections for items other than food such as:
Personal care items
Birthday party items
School backpacks and supplies
Blue Natick Trash Bags:
Natick Girl Scouts collected blue Natick Trash bags at the door of the May 2012
Bridging Ceremony and Natick Service Council placed a Thank You message in the
Natick Tab paper:
This past week we were pleased to receive a huge box filled with blue Natick trash
bags on behalf of all the Natick Girl Scouts bridging up in Natick. What an
awesome way to recognize such an important event in the life of a girls scout. We
would like to thank all of the girl scouts who recently bridged and thank them for
thinking of others. We are inspired by their generosity. Great job!

Natick Service Council
Patty Shaffer
www.natickservicecouncil.org/
2 Webster St., (508) 655 -1791

Cradles to Crayons Donations
When we were Brownies (Troop #72263) we collected winter coats for the Cradles to Crayons
program – one of the leaders was able to drive the donations to the warehouse in Quincy. They
now they have a drop-off location in Natick:
Cradles to Crayons http://cradlestocrayons.org/boston
Drop off location: Natick, AJ Rose Flooring, 599 Worcester Street (Route 9 West) Natick, MA 01760.
Accepting new and like-new clothing, books and baby items- Donation Bins available 24 hrs. Larger baby
items by appointment: email staciarb@comcast.net
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A Place To Turn
Holiday Meal Packages

A Place to Turn
Joanne Barry, Executive Director
(508) 655-8868
99 Hartford Street, Natick, MA

When we were in the 4th Grade and it was around the holidays when we did this project. We
collected food for people in need and put it in a box then decorated it and also made cards to
wish them “Happy Holidays!” We did this because we thought that the families would like to
have a nice meal. We gave these boxes to “A Place To Turn” and they gave each box to a
family in need.
When the families got the boxes, they were probably so happy to receive these boxes filled with
wonderful food. We would recommend this project to other troops because it was really fun
decorating the boxes and we were really happy to make other people happy. –Tara Sivak and
Devon Hartigan
Here is a list of the (non-perishable) food items we put in each box. A Place To Turn also
donated a turkey to the families with this box of food:
Pancake mix and syrup
Cans of Veggies & Fruit
Hot chocolate
Mashed potato mix
Quick bread Mix
Box of Stuffing mix
Crackers
Cranberry Sauce
Coffee
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Girl Scout Cookie Donations to:
“Cookies for a Cause” program and Natick Service Council
The last two years when we’ve had a cookie booth at Stop & Shop we advertised for the Cookies
for a Cause program and took donations to send cookies to the soldiers - we usually collect
enough money for 30 boxes. We also use troop money (or donations from the cookie booth) to
purchase leftover round-up boxes for the Cookies for a Cause program (to donate to soldiers,
police, and firemen) and also to the Natick Service Council’s Food Pantry.
A few years ago our troop went to the Hanscom Air Force base to deliver the cookies to the
soldiers and it was a special event – we hope to do it again. –Girl Scout Troop #72263
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Beautification of our School Yard
Gardening with Mrs. Connolly
A few years ago at Memorial Elementary School when we were in second grade, our Brownie
troop #72263 joined the school beautification committee by planting colorful flowers and
watering all the plants. We picked all the "deadheads" off the flowers, as Mrs. Connolly would
call them. I remember that the principal of Memorial School, Mrs. McCloskey was so
appreciative of our hard work. When I'm older, I want to garden a lot like my mom does. When I
am older I bet my backyard and front yard will be full of colorful flowers and plants. I'm glad
that Mrs. Connolly taught us how to garden, or else I wouldn't want to garden. It was very fun to
do as a troop because more girls got to experience the fun like me. I like doing activities with my
friends. I would recommend this activity to other troops because you will have a lot of fun and it
makes the school look so nice. My troop hasn't done it for a while, but now a new troop does it
every year so I guess you could say we got this started as a tradition. Since we are in middle
school now, I would like to do it at Kennedy too! - Grace Connolly
Daisy Troop #85128: “We also
spent some time beautifying our
school (Memorial) by planting
flowers. The PTO is the contact,
and I believe we split the cost of
the flowers with them. I also think
they or the school supplied a lot of
the gardening supplies.”
You can also volunteer to just
collect trash around your school in
the Spring. Wear gloves to protect
your hands.

This activity counted towards
earning a gardening badge.

Before

After
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Making a “Welcome” Sign
Beautifying our School
Hello, my name is Tara Sivak, I am in the 5th grade at Kennedy Middle School and I am in the
Girl Scout troop #72263. When my troop made the Welcome sign I was in the 3rd grade. It is
now hanging in the lobby at Memorial Elementary School. I feel really proud of all the work I
did and how hard I worked on it. Our principal Mrs. McCloskey was so thankful to receive this
sign for the school she recognized us during lunch when we presented it to the school.
What we used to build it was: mosaic tiles and Crazy Jayne’s pottery that people never picked up
(our leader smashed it for us). We had a big piece of wood and traced out the letters WELCOME
on it and filled the letter and the space around it with tile pieces. Once we put the tile pieces in
place we glued all the pieces on and the troop leaders did the grouting. I thought that it was
pretty cool because once it was hung up in the lobby, other kids would look at it and say “wow
who made that welcome sign in the front of the school it’s so pretty!” I would tell them that our
Girl Scout Troop made it. I loved doing this because you could see how making pottery/
mosaics can be so fun and entertaining and our sign makes the lobby look so nice!
I would recommend this activity to another troop because I think that you would have a lot of
fun making this, especially enjoying looking at your work once it is finished. I loved this
activity and I think that you would too!!! ---Tara Sivak

This project was part of earning
our “shapes and color” badge.
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Build-a-Bear Donations
Donated To Framingham Union Hospital – ER
Our girl scout troop #72263 made teddy bears for the Framingham Hospital in 4th grade. Our troop
went to Build-a-Bear Workshop we got to stuff our bears and fill them with love and a special heart so
that the bears were loving, caring, and comforting for whatever the patient is going through. Then we
got to pick outfits if it is one thing a girl scout troop can do is pick out outfits that fit the bears
personality. I felt doing this activity was fun and good bonding time with our troop and a great fun
experience with ourselves at the same time. My favorite part was giving the bears away because though
it was sad to see my new friends go it was going to a great cause and I hoped the love and joy we put
into those bears carried on to the patients. There was this one girl she was going through a tough time
and she was young too and she got one of our bears and she loved the bear so much that they were it
was her new best friend and the outfit the bear had on was a bunny costume and she took off the bunny
ears and put them on herself (HOW CUTE!!). I would recommend this activity to other troops because it
was so fun and your heart grows 10x bigger and bonding is making a difference for those who need a
dream. ---Ashley Bianco

As part of our Build-a-Bear visit, we donated $10 and with that donation a St. Jude Children’s
hospital patient can come and make their own bear.
Build-a-Bear, Natick Mall
(508) 651-0241
Framingham ER: Janice Whitney,
Nurse Director (508) 383-1372
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Build - a - Bear Donations (Part 2)

Hello, my name is Devon Hartigan; I am 11 years old and in the 5th grade at Kennedy Middle
School. I am a junior Girl Scout in troop #72263. When I was in the 4rd grade my troop all went
to the Natick Mall to build a bear. The plan was to then pass them along to kids in need.
At the build a bear store we first picked out our bear then they stuffed the bears. After they were
stuffed and before they were sewed up we got to put a hearth in them. Everyone had a really a
good time putting the bears together. After their hearths were inserted we got to sew them up and
brush them off. Then it was time to pick outfits for the bears and put them on.
When they were all put together they were packaged up, made “Get Well” Cards, and we drove
to Framingham Hospital to give them our bears. My bear was given to a sweet girl who was sick.
When we saw a photo of her with the bear in the newspaper she looked so happy. I also felt
happy and I am glad she will be happy when they do the treatments on her. I think her mom was
happy that her daughter was happy.
This was a great experience for me and my troop, we felt like it gave us an opportunity to do
something for some kids who are sick. –Devon Hartigan

We received a thank-you note from her letting
us know that her patients loved them “Some of
the children were very sick and the bears
brought a smile to all of their faces and one girl
fell asleep hugging her bear.” Also, Evie is a 2
year old girl who’s mom wrote to us to
personally thank us for the bear – it made her
daughter feel so much better and she said,
“Thank you for giving my daughter something
warm, comforting and filled will love to have by
her side…she hopes to become a Girl Scout one
Nursing Home Visits
day.”
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Project Linus Blanket Program
For the Project Linus Blanket, our Brownie Troop #2582 made a blanket to give to a child who is
in the hospital. Everyone in our troop got a square of fleece and we decorated it. We were able to
cut out different patterns (mittens, snowmen...) and sew them onto our square. Each square was
unique. We learned how to use a needle and thread and we earned our sewing try-it.
When we had all finished our squares, one of the moms sewed them together to make a beautiful
blanket. I would recommend doing this project because it was fun to do and because it made me
feel really good to know that somebody who might not be feeling well got a big, warm blanket!!
– Hannah Katzman
http://www.projectlinus.org/chapter.php?StateKey=MA#tgt

Greater Boston Area Contacts:
Chapter Website
Contact: Lucy
(508) 566-0993
bostonprjlinus@aol.com
or Contact: Gloria
(781) 273-0544
gloriamozz@comcast.net
or Contact: Kathleen
(781) 729-7101
projectlinusboston@verizon.net
or Contact: Lynne
(781) 488-8613
or Contact: Nancy
(617) 333-3215
nkearns@fullervillage.net
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Animal Shelters
My troop #72263 went to Buddy Dog in Sudbury, November 2009. I was in the third grade. My troop
collected towels, kitty litter, pet treats and a gift card for donations. My troop leader called Buddy Dog
before we met to set up a date to visit with them. I enjoyed visiting all of the dogs and cats, getting a
tour, and learning about Buddy Dog and how they save cats and dogs and try to find them homes. By
bringing in all of the donations we helped all of the animals at the shelter. I think going to Buddy Dog
was a great experience. I recommend this trip to other troops because it helps the animals at Buddy
Dog. Buddy Dog is a great animal shelter and pet adoption center. ---Carolyn Dye
Types of donations on their Wish List:
 DOGS: Science Diet dry food, Canned dog food, Collars and leashes, Rawhide bones
 Toys and Treats
 CATS:,Science Diet dry food, Canned cat food, Non-clumping cat litter, Blankets and Towels, Cat
toys, Meat only baby food, Newspapers
 STAFF: Blankets, Bleach, Laundry soap, Dish soap, Paper towels
 MEDICAL: Sponges, Office supplies, Distilled Water, Isopropol Alcohol, Heartguard Frontline (For
Dogs), Revolution (For Cats)

Buddy Dog: (978) 443-6990 http://www.buddydoghs.com/
Other Shelters:
Bay Path Humane Society (508) 495-6938 http://www.baypathhumane.org/
Greyhound Friends in Hopkinton-(508) 435-5969 http://www.greyhound.org/
They will give you a tour and you can also you volunteer. Troop #85357: “We
volunteered and the girls walked, groomed and fed the dogs as well as cleaned the
cages. They also brought donations to the shelter.” –Michelle Major, Troop Leader
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Pet World – Kitty City Cat Shelter
February 2012 our troop went to visit Pet World to learn more about animals, animal care and
habitats. It was a great tour we got to touch and hold a lot of different animals – even the
tarantula! We brought donations with us for the “Kitty City” cat shelter in Pet World: bath
towels, paper towels and cat toys. Kitty City rescues lost and stray cats and helps them find their
owner or become adopted.
Contact: Dan at Pet World
(508) 653-9221
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Nursing Home Visits
My name is Nicole Sivak, I am 10 years old and a 4th grader and my Jr. Girl Scout Troop
(#72417) went to Heritage Assisted Living in December 2010. To prepare for our visit, at our
meeting the month before we practiced singing, made scarves (cut from fleece material) and
ornaments (moose ornaments made from puzzle pieces that we painted and glued together.) We
kept some of these for ourselves and also made extra to bring with us.
At the nursing home we first visited with the grandmother of one of the girls in my troop. Then
we went to the community room and sang to everyone and passed out our ornaments and
scarves. We then did a craft with the patients (necklaces and bracelets made of fruit loops.) We
helped them make theirs. At the end we had a snack of cookies and juice.
It made me feel good that I made the elderly people happy. They really liked our singing. It was
fun doing this as a troop. My sister’s troop also visited a nursing home in November (Jr. Girl
Scout Troop #72263) at Riverbend Nursing Home and prepared for it in the same way– the
patients loved the singing and even one man played the piano for everyone and they all sang
together. Her troop brought some snowflake ornaments (made of foam/glitter from a craft kit),
fleece scarves that they made at their meeting and also some donations (white crew socks, nonslip socks, lap blankets and new scarves.) -- Nicole Sivak
Daisy Troop #85128: “We sang a couple
songs for the residents of Riverbend
Nursing Home in South Natick. We also
brought some items to decorate their
spaces. Last year we brought paper
snowflakes because we went before
Christmas. Then we were told they get a
lot of visitors during that time, so we also
went in early March and brought paper
flowers. Riverbend supplies a packaged
snack and a beverage for the girls to share
with the residents.”
Riverbend Contact: Linda Bono
PH: 508-653-8330
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Open Door Dinners
St. Paul’s Church – Natick

Contact: Joan Cace (508) 655-1708
President of the board of directors
for the Open Door

The following article sums up what
Open Door is all about:
http://www.wickedlocal.com/nati
ck/news/news_calendar/x691149
412 “This weekly community meal has been

served up since the mid-1980s, and was
originally meant to help the homeless. However,
it quickly evolved into more of a pleasant, lowkey event for those wishing to spend a couple of
hours away from the hum-drum.”

Hi! My name is Brianna, and I am a 5th grade Junior Girl Scout (troop #72263) from Kennedy
Middle School. When we were in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade my troop served dinner at a church for
people in need. At the “Open Door” Dinner, we served the dinner and drinks that our troop
leaders and other volunteer adults made. We asked the people eating dinner if they needed
anything, and if they did, we served them. I felt very good when I did this because we were
giving and serving people food that we made. I saw the happy looks on their faces and I felt very
great too. I also felt good about this because we were helping all the people who came to the
Open Door. It made a difference to me and the nice people we served dinner to. It was fun to do
it as a troop because while we were doing good things for our community, we also got to hang
out with our friends in our girl scout troop. I would recommend this for another troop because it
is a great way to bond with your troop, and do some good for your community. -Brianna Drake
MORE INFO:
You can partner with another troop or organization like a church or your school’s PTO. Have
parents make/donate a lot of the food and/or use money from your troop account to buy
some food/ingredients. You need to provide food for about 40-50 people. Here is the
general format:
A. Salad (two 48 oz. bags of “iceberg garden” type of lettuce mix) with Italian dressing.
B. Dinner - Here are some menu ideas or you can create your own menu:
 Fish Sticks (w/ ketchup – plan for 3 each), broccoli, rice, or
 Lasagna (about 5 pans), rolls and soup, or
 Shepherds’ Pie (about 5 casseroles), or
 Burritos for 60 (pre-rolled w/ meat, cheese, rice and some w/some without
beans) and sour cream, chips and salsa on the table
C. Dessert: brownies, cookies, etc.
Open Door provides the drinks and ice cream.
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Leaf Raking for the Elderly
Hi, my name is Maggie Slamin and I’m 11 years old. I am in 5th grade and I go to
Kennedy Middle School. I am a Jr. Girl Scout in troop #72263. My troop went to
help rake a yard for an elderly woman in November of 2011 (and also in
November 2010). To prepare for this trip, we talked about what elderly means and
why this woman needed our help. When we came to the woman’s house, the front
and back yard were huge! There was a bunch of leaves, but we got the job done. I
felt really good when we raked this woman’s yard because it makes me happy to
see that I made someone else happy. The woman was very thankful. I loved doing
this because I got to have fun and work with all my friends. This totally made a
difference in someone’s life because if we didn’t help this woman, she wouldn’t be
able to rake her yard and it would be covered in leaves. This was so fun for me
because we made big leaf piles and jumped in them as much as we could!
I would definitely recommend this to any troop because it’s fun and it’s a learning
experience. Of course at the end the nice woman baked us delicious brownies and
gave us some soda. It was awesome!!! –Maggie Slamin

Contact: Lorraine C. McNally
Volunteer Resources Coordinator,
Natick Human Services & Council on
Aging (508) 647-6540
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October 12, 2011
Dear Girl Scout Leaders:
Natick Human Services & Council on Aging is coordinating our annual community-wide
leaf raking service project for seniors and residents with disabilities in Natick. I would
like to invite you and your troop to participate in this project again to help many of
Natick’s citizens.
This project has expanded over the years to include more young volunteers and
interested adults. Last year there were well over 200 volunteers who completed nearly
60 yards. The fall raking will take place over two weekends: November 12th and 13th
and November 19th and 20th. I will work with you and your troop to find time that is
convenient for you. Members of the community who are unable to do their own raking,
but are trying to remain independent in their own homes, request this service through
our center.
With approximately 6,000 senior citizens in Natick, this project will most likely be
helping people in your own neighborhood. This is a wonderful way to help your
neighbors and to become part of your community. We ask our volunteers to commit to
a morning (9-noon) or an afternoon (1-4 pm). The group is then assigned a yard or
yards depending on the number of volunteers, their ages and the size of the yard. We
ask that our volunteers bring rakes and ask our clients to provide the brown leaf bags.
We are not able to provide supervision, so we ask you to provide enough adult
volunteers to supervise.
Please feel free to call me at (508) 647-6540 or e-mail me at lmcnally@natickma.org
with questions. I am looking forward to working with you again this year.
Sincerely,

Lorraine
Lorraine C. McNally
Volunteer Resources Coordinator
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MGH Pediatric Hematology-Onology Clinic Gift Drive
in memory of Ayesha Chauhan
Troop #85128: One of the best things we've done was to participate in an MGH gift drive at the
Longfellow Sports Club (November 2011) in honor of Ayesha Chauhan, who was a NHS girl
scout who passed away from cancer in March 2011. Our whole troop went and we each brought
a gift and participated in the craft activities (paper decorations for the kids at MGH), and had
some snacks. We were recognized by the event organizers and the parents of the Ayesha, for
coming as a whole troop and showing our support. I've attached a Gift Wish List if you need
more information. And I've attached a picture. Below is a little recap of the night - Jean
Borgman and Tracy Sockalosky, Troop Leaders, Daisy Troop #85128
Subject: Oh, the Places We'll Go
Dear Daisies,

Contact: Reetu Chauhan, Ayesha’s
mother, at :
chauhanbaba@verizon.net
to inquire about any other events
being planned or how to help
continue the work of Ayesha who
was inspired to do something for
kids fighting cancer.

We did good tonight. Ayesha's
mom came up to me near the end
of the night and with tears in her
eyes said, "Thank you for coming.
It's one thing when people I know
come out to show their support, but
when people I don't know come
out, it says to me that Ayesha's
dream is being carried on. Ayesha
knows it too, and I can see her in
each one of your Daisies twinkling
eyes." So not only did we make a
lot of kids in the hospital happy,
but we made Ayesha's family and
friends happy too.
Thank you so much, parents, for
bringing your girls and helping
them learn to help others and help
make the world a better place.
With 100% troop participation like
we had tonight, we'll move
mountains. I'm so proud of our
troop!

You can also contact MGH directly:
617-726-2200

See MGH Clinic Wish List on next page.
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November 2011, Impulse Dance studio, Five
Crows and Longfellow Health Club in Natick
were all drop-off locations for these donations.
Call MGH directly if you’d like to donate to
their clinic: (617) 726-2200

MGH Pediatric Hemotology-Oncology Clinic Wish List
Gifts for children currently undergoing treatment at MGH.
Infant/Toddler
• Rattles, Teething rings, V-tech toys (toys geared to children 6 months - 24 months that make noise,,light up,
etc.), Shape sorters, pop-up toys, and stacking toys (geared to children 12 months - 36 months, lullaby music,
baby acquariums

Preschool
• Princess crowns/wands, Interactive Play-a-Sound books (Cars, Princesses, Superheroes), Spinning light toys,
Bubbles (small size), Baby dolls, Matchbox cars,Toy trains, Thomas trains, Thomas books, Thomas Lego sets,
Toy dinosaurs, Toy farm animals, Fisher-Price people and accessories, Mr. Potato Head

School Age/Adolescent
• Lego sets, Playing cards (Regular playing cards, Uno, Skipbo), Barbie dolls, stuffed animals, Bath and Body
Works Gift Sets (lotions, sprays, bubble bath, etc.), Patriots, Bruins, Celtics, or Red Sox Sports Stuff- hats, tshirts, sweatshirts, Fun Slippers and Socks, Funky Twin Sheet Sets (For Boys and Girls), Fun, Decorative
pillows, blankets, room decorations, Nail Kits with Nail Polish, New Release DVD’s (rating G, PG-13), Nintendo
DS, DS Games, Wii Games.

Arts and Crafts
• Stickers (both individual sheets and rolls of large size stickers) and Sticker books, Large size paper (for an
easel), Crayons/Colored pencils/Markers, Play-Doh (4 or 6 pack) and “tools” for play-doh, Individual craft kits (for
all ages), Paint by number sets, Foam pieces and foam stickers, Fuzzy coloring posters, Glue Dots, Scissors,
Glitter, KLUTZ brand art kits, Beads (letter beads, sparkly beads, etc.) for jewelry (necklaces, bracelets),
Ceramics to paint (for example little figurines, jewelry boxes), Crayola color wonders (mess-free finger
paint/marker sets), Paints (washable and watercolor sets), Sand art, Crayola model magic,Pipe cleaners, Pom
poms, Model car kits, Jewelry-making kits, Wooden craft sticks, String for beading.

Gift Cards
• ITunes, Best Buy, Amazon, Newbury Comics, Barnes and Noble, Old Navy, American,Eagle, Bath and Body
Works, Hollister, Starbucks, Dunkin Donuts, MacDonalds, Michaels, AC Moore, Target, Toys “R” Us, Whole
Foods.

Additional Items
• New England Aquarium, Museum of Science, and Children’s Museum passes, Movie passes: Showcase,
Regal, Lowes and AMC cinemas
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A Service project idea from a few
years ago…

Cell Phones for Soldiers
http://www.cellphonesforsoldiers.com/index.php
November 2008:
”Natick Junior Girl Scout Troop 2285 has decided to collect old cell phones for the
charity "Cell Phones For Soldiers" as our Service Project this year. This is a charity
which collects old working or broken cell phones and turns them into international
calling cards for use by soldiers based overseas or on a ship. One cell phone can equal
a one hour calling card for a soldier to use when overseas!
Our troop will be marching in the Veteran's Day Parade and have been asked
to speak at the end of the parade about the collection drive. We have drop boxes for
cell phones (that the girls decorated) at both Wilson Middle School and Kennedy Middle
School and also at the Morse Institute Library. We also will have a drop box for phones
at the parade.
Would you consider donating your old, unused cell phone? It does not have to be in
working condition to qualify for a phone card for the soldiers. This is also good for the
environment, as your cell phone won’t end up in a landfill but will either be recycled or
taken apart for parts by the recycler.
We are inviting all Natick troops to join in our efforts of collecting phones by contacting
your friends, families and neighbors. Thank you for your help.
Our goal is to collect 500 phones during this drive so that 500 soldiers can call home.
We plan to collect phones until the beginning of January 2009.
Thanks again for your support!”
- Beth Widisky
Troop Leader, Troop #2285
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Ideas for other Service Projects
Schools – Check with your school’s beatification committees, PTO or the principal for
ways you can become involved and help out with a specific project or need.
Churches or Temples – These institutions often need donations and assistance with
their various service projects.
Hospitals – Children’s hospitals especially are in need of large sweatpants, T-shirts and
toiletries to give to parents of trauma patients who are unexpectedly are in need of
these items because they need to stay overnight with their child.
Soldiers –Send care packages and write letters to Massachusetts soldiers overseas
(Contact: Ladies Auxilliary, American Legion Post 107 in Natick or the Massachusetts
National Guard (508) 233-7260.
http://states.ng.mil/sites/MA/News/Pages/Dear%20Soldier.aspx
Items for Newborns: We (Brownie Troop #72275) had each girl fill a baby bag with
things they thought a new mom would need (onsie, pacifiers, formula, bottles, blankets,
soap) and then we donated them to A Place To Turn. Contact: Joanne Barry,
Executive Director (508) 655-8868, 99 Hartford Street, Natick, MA
Natick Park Clean-ups – You can help clean up Natick’s trails, parks and open
spaces. Big Hearts Little Feet-Trail Buddies is an organization made up of Natick
citizens who help organize group clean-up projects around Natick (Fisk Pond, West Hill
Park, Pegan Cove, Coolidge Hill Summit, Hunnewell Town Forest) Contact Pat Conway:
bpconaway@gmail.com (508) 740-9949.
http://web.me.com/bpconaway/bigheartlittlefeet/Home.html
You Generate – is an organization created by the Massachusetts Volunteer
Organization and Massachusetts Service Alliance that helps people become involved in
community service projects in Massachusetts and people looking for volunteer
opportunities. http://www.massvolunteers.org/ PH: 617-542-2544
Natick Police Dept. Giving Tree (end of November in the Police Station Lobby)
The Natick Police Department Giving Tree is when you go to the Police Station and
there is a Christmas Tree that has ornaments (paper tags) on it that describes a gift a
child wants. You choose one or two ornaments and then you buy the item listed on it
and bring it back to the police station with the tag on it and the Police deliver it to that
child. (For example: 9 year old girl / Build-a-Bear or Teenager / iTunes gift card…)
Toys for Tots U.S. Marine Corps – collects new/unwrapped toys to distribute to kids
in need. They usually have drop-off locations in early December at the Natick Senior
Center 90 Oak Street, Natick Ma and also at the Babies R Us and Toys are Us stores.
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Earth Day – Every April there is an earth day celebration and your troop could do
something for the community about recycling, reusing, eliminating waste.
College Students – Many college students are involved in overseas volunteering
programs. For example our Girl Scout Troop #72263 donated school and art supplies
to a college student teaching at the “My Little Red House Bilingual School” in Honduras.
She was able to bring our supplies with her and use them when she volunteered at that
school for a few weeks in the summer.
Ronald McDonald House in Brookline – this is a home away from home for children
with cancer and their families to stay while undergoing treatment. Please see the link.
http://rmhboston.org/who-we-are/ They have "wish lists" at Target and you can also
donate new children’s DVDs, gift cards to Stop & Shop, Trader Joe’s, Shaws, and passes
to museums, movies and sporting events.
Shopping for Cheryl
June 2012: Cheryl Chagnon is a former Brown/KMS crossing guard and is in her second
bone marrow transplant to fight Lymphoma. She recently experienced a fall and had to
have emergency brain surgery as well. This two year process has taken its toll
physically and financially. Please contact Gretchen DeSantis if you would like to receive
a listing of the items Cheryl is in need of. There is also several community service
opportunities to help Cheryl, for kids needing to fulfill their service obligations for
graduation or religious programs. Thank you. Gretchen DeSantis
gretchendesantis@yahoo.com 508-872-6093

We interviewed Mrs. Vickery, Kennedy Middle School Principal. We
brainstormed and came up with these community service ideas for our school – these
are ideas that can probably be done at other schools as well:

 Make a welcome sign like the one we did for Memorial. Maybe this time
make it out of bottle caps.

 Decorate the mobile classrooms for the 5th graders
 Make the 6th grade garden prettier and making sure it stays healthy by
volunteering to weed it.






Donate food to the food pantry
Gardening at Brown or Memorial Elementary Schools
Cleaning up if you see trash or a belongings on the ground.
Cleaning up the Laps at Lunch path to make sure it is ok for the next day
(maybe do this at the beginning of every meeting.)

 Planting bright flowers against the chorus wall 
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